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1 ho

rod from all crosses and images. Those w
I;:i ; g:glaster Vigil recite Vespers of Holy Samdéi; _
Compline for Holy Saturday and the Office of Rea g
Faster Day are recited only by those who do not particip

in the Vigil.

Q.
The Easter Vigil

! i the teﬁ%p}e-

‘ 1¢ had seen the sun's rays luéflen and
i}l} ?}ri&aszmdér while the Savior died, Joseph went
Pilate and cried:

his i= the high point of the Christian year, the celebra-
on‘of the Paschal Mystery in the great Easter Eucharist,
nit and source of the liturgical action and life of God'
People. This “holy night” is the “mother of all holy vigils”

at begins the “queen of feasts”. The full meaning of the
ter Vigil is a waiting for the Lord.*? He who took our
an flesh, who suffered and died for us in that flesh, now

Give me that Stranger,

willz had wandered since his youth as 2 Stranger-
Give me that Stranger,

by hatred slain, a5 a stranger

- that Stranger, -y ses in that same human body, glorified and immortal, as
gki:;mn;%eh(}}d with wonder, seeing him 2 guest of e e e ooy
death. shinas™ of her new Passover, Mother Church celebrates a

Give me that Seranger, -

cut off from this world by envious aen.

Give me that STanger, X

that T might lay him in 4 tom®,

who, being 4 stranger, has no place to rest

Give me that Stranger, - N

w0 whom his Mother cried whes she saw hira dead i

“My Son, wounded are my Senses and puy heart ?msms.
1 behold you dead! -

;’; 1 praiscyyzﬂ, for 1 must in your Resurrection!’

que event, at once historical and cosmic. At the broken
b, the Incarnation reaches its fulfillment, and the nlt-
purpose of our Redemption is revealed in the frailty
human flesh——nothing less than a liveral sharing in the
oty of his bodily Resurrecdon. For this we were washed
e waters of Baptism; for this we were sealed with the
pirit’s fragrant Chrism; for this we feast on the Bedy and
d of the One who leads us on into eternal life.

solersn. Vigil and first Mass of Easter are celebrated
nly-once in the same church.? The Easter Vigil takes place
ght, never beginning before nightfall and always end-

— Byzantine Troparion of the Burial of Christ

i eanld be divisive o provide a second separate celebration in the sume
ch for any special group.



257-

258.

THE EASTER VIGIL
257 CEREMONIES OF THE LITURGICAL Y. EAR

where the “grains of incense” are mserted, (3) space for the
date, preferably set within the four quarters of the cross, and
(4) above the cross, the Greek capital Alpha (a) and, below
the Greek capital Omega (). The “grains of incense”
ould be significant objects, made of any suitable material,

equipped with a sharp pin to ensure they hold fast in the
ax.”

i i ictest sense.”® The sacraments of Chg_s
ZZ?&I&%&;@}EM be celebrated where possible, at Ie?,§
in the form of the Baptism of Infants. The greatc?;th extelrllsc:
solemmnity should be lavished on the Vigil Mass. The nc11 o
should be carefully prepared to express joy, festivity and t
triumph of the risen Lord.

The celebration of the Easter Vigil moves through \;f_ogr. dtﬁ
tinctive stages: (1) the Solemn Beginning of theL. igil:

Service of Light; (2) Liturgy of the Word-:c(ggli il:urgy’
Baptism; and (4) Liturgy of the Encharist. This mil;g;ﬁ'
order must not be changed by anyone on his own initt:

tve.”*

¢ candlestick for the Easter candle should be a truly noble
object. It may be adorned with flowers, foliage or rich fab-
tic. This candlestick is placed near the ambo or the altar or,

least during the Vigil rites, even at the center of the sanc-
wary. If it is very high, a secure set of wooden steps should
Pprovided so that the candle can easily be placed in it and
er removed for the baptismal rites.® A low stand seems
Inappropriate at the Vigil, although outside the Easter Sea-
n, it may be found more practical to set the Easter candle
2 lower candlestick or bracket near the font.,

. e

Easter candle or Paschal candle is th.e central symbo_ “
g&em the celebration of the Vigil htu:cgy becaus§ 1111:1 &e
resents the risen Lord in his glory. This candle So?ﬂ Ic
made of fine quality wax, preferably pure beeswa;ii ” ly
candle is prepared. It should be a new candle made for
year, not last year’s candle recycled, and_ne:ver pax:itl 0 :
dle mounted on a false candle or an aruﬁcx’z’tl ;:an 1:1::1
ister of fuel concealed in a plaspc candle ).f It shoulc
Jarge, but not to the extent of being too heavy for one dp;n _

to carry. The decoration of the candle varies accqra
the local culture, but the finest Easter candles arc;e ado
with colored wax or hand painted. However, the 16'(':' 3
should not obscure or detract from the prmc1paﬁ§ym
(1) space for a cross to be incised in the wax, (2) fiv

Lhe “new fire” of Easter at the gathering place should be
arge bonfire, “whose flames should be such that they
uinely dispel the darkness and light up the night”.® De-
ding on local circumstances, and taking safety into ac-
t, ushers or other laity prepare, maintain and supervise
fire. ‘After the procession with the Easter candle has
tered the church, and the faithful have lit their candles,

dern rite leaves open the option to dispense with some of these signs,
swould rob the candle of a richer symbolism and accessible meaning,
literal “grains of incense™ are preferred to brass ones, these can be made

ty warming some incense and molding it into a ball around the head of
in. Each grain may then be painted or, berter still, gilded. Before the
the sacristan should ensure that five holes are prepared in the wax for the

3CLE, no. 78. This circular Jetter on Easter condemns' maz\ling ;h:
thevigil c’oincide with the time of the normal Saturday evi:m‘xilg v a;: 5: ;
thatis, when this begins before supset. In timing the Vigil, daylig]

hould also be taken into account. o ‘ .
5] 4CLE, no. 81, and see Peter J. Elliott, Liturgical Question Bo.vcé “Rear
the Easte,r Vigil”, (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1968), pp. 178-79
5%ee CLE, no. 8z.

¢ the ceremonies, the sacristan must ensure that the candle fits easily
ely into the socket.
no. 82.
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those in charge of the new fire should remain at the gath
ering place and carefully extinguish the fire before entering
the church themselves.

altar crucifix, the Book of the Gospels in its noblest cover.
closed, on the altar. ’

Ambo: the candlestick for the Easter candle to one side, un-
less it is placed at the center of the sanctuary; the book of
the Exsultet, open, and, nearby, the Lectionary, marked for
the prophecies and other readings, lector’s text of the Gen-

eral Intercessions (the best white or cloth of gold/silver an-
tependium). V

Everything is prepared for a Solemn Mass, with deacon(s
concelebrants and M.C., and the full complement of servers:
cross and candle bearers, thurifer(s), book bearer, two, four
or six torch bearers. This is an occasion when a second M.
is useful, especially to supervise the concelebrants, lect
and candidates and sponsors for Baptism. Where the Ma:
takes a less solemn form, without a deacon, an M.C. should
direct the ceremonies, and at Jeast four servers should assist
as thurifer, candle bearers and book bearer. The exact:du
Ges of all the servers, sacristans and ushers must be clear
assigned to them by the M.C. before the ceremonies. For
convenience, the main duties have been assigned below
the first and second candle bearers (“acolytes”). Other
ties may be given to those who will later act as torch beare
during the Mass. If the deacon and the celebrant do not ha
adequate vocal skills, a lay cantor vested in an alb may sin
the Exsultet. Well-prepared lectors read the Old "Testa
prophecies and the Epistle of the Mass. :

Baptistery or at 4 convenient place in or near the sanctuary: the
font filled with water or a large vessel of water, perhaps
adorned with flowers, or covered with fine fabric if it is
1ot a noble vessel in itself, an empty holy water bucket and
sp_rm;der, convenient jug(s) for wansferring water. If Bap-
ism is to be administered: the vessel for pouring water, Sa-
cred Chrism, lemon and/or soap, and a jug or ewer of warm
water, basin and towel, other towels as required, white robes
1r.rfants or adults, baptismal candle(s). If an immersion
ont is to be blessed, this is filled with water, and flowers
and/or sweet-smelling herbs may be arranged around it.

Credence table: the finest eucharistic vessels, Missal and stand
er, bowl and towel, bell and any other bells to be rung
the Gloria, the two processional candlesticks with unlit
andles, several tapers. If the sacraments of Christian Ini-
tation are to be celebrated: the volume of the Roman Rit-
ual for the RCIA or Baptism of Infants and a list of the

If the sacraments of Christian Initiation are to be celebra
ted, candidates and sponsors, or parents and godpare
must be instructed and prepared beforehand so that th
can participate without hesitation or confusion. It would
best if they were accompanied by a well-trained guide
even another M.C.

firm), lemon and/or soap and a ewer of warm water,

Immediate Preparations
: sin-and towel.

Altar: Six or four unlit candles, in the best candlesticks; (t
best white or cloth of gold/silver antependium); flowers
cording to local custom; the (unveiled) processional cru
near the altar, or in another convenient place if it is not

le.of gifis: bread, wine and water for the procession of

gifts.
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Tobernacle: empty, open, the key, the best white or cloth of o
gold/silver veil nearby, the lamp(s) prepared, but unlit. take place at the back of the church. the faithful
? turn to

.. e -face tha | unti .
In the church: If the sacraments of Christian Inination a - t area until the procession go

to be celebrated, places are reserved for the catechumens g
and their sponsors or for the infants and their families. A. 1. Solemnn Beginning of the Vigil: The Servi .
faldstool or suitable chair is prepared at one side, if the cele- - & ervice of Light

brant sits to confirm. In a dedicated chu.rc.h, unlit candlg's gnated to supervise lighting, Ercens £ .

are Placed at the twelve or four consecration crosses. Apﬁ tnable to take part in the pri.c eSSiOept or Ithose phygcally

cording to custom, not only the sanctuary but side altm church should be encourased o o ;1’ TJg-leop e alrfeady in the

and shrines are afiomed w.lth ﬁowers and upht candles and Ushers ensure that the :o | tfk o the ga&ermg place.*t

lamps, and supplies of votive lights are available. The holy f the fire, while all _peopie take positions on each side

water stoups at the doors are clean and empty. ’ 3 O“ZigBample space for the procession
- by now, everyone at the gather-

es to the sanctuary.

Sacristy: the finest white or cloth of gold/silver euchari
tic vestments for the celebrant and deacon(s) and all other B
requirements for a Solemn Mass; hand candles for concel ervers leave the sacristy or vesting room and g0 in silence
brants, clergy and servers who do not carry another the gathering place in this order: thurifer WlFl’:h an empty
ject to the gathering place, (tray with the objects required urible and boat, robed choir,** the first candle bearer car.
for preparing the candle), a torch, Missal or order of Holy Iymng r_be unl}t Easter candle, other servers, book bearer
Week. ergy in choir dress, concelebrants, M.C., deacon(s) an(.’:
_ e lebrant. Clergy and servers not carrying an object bring
Gathering place: 'The new fire is kindled and carefully super: unlit hand candle. The book bearer brin theJMi rlnb
vised so as to be blazing at the beginning of the rite. Unless e order of Holy Week; another server briﬁs il Ii?ia "
brought on a tray by a server, the following are arranged on : gs  flashlight.
a smnall table: the stylus for marking the wax, the five “gr:
of incense”, a taper or thin candle (preferably attachi L
a long metal tube), some charcoal pellets for incense. Directed by the M.C., the clergy and servers take posi
tongs. Hand candles and books or booklets for the lit 1ons. i them and the church pTO;j—
are distributed to all the faithful as they gather. b i , the deacon stands 0;1 th:

LESSING OF THE FIrRE anD Licetmve oF THE CANDLE

If it is not possible to light the new fire ourside the churd Howeres, if Christian Tnidation will be celebrarad.
a small brazier may be prepared in the porch or narth chumens and their sponsors to remain in therz:ik’ ;; :r?hﬂd Ns[eem best tf;:r
. Moreover, the

some other suitable area.’® The people gather in the cin umens onght n0t to carry hand candles at this stage, boconee they ol
: eceive the “Yight of Christ” at their Baptism, =~ se they

choir without robes would already be with the faithfal at the gathering

19 Eyery effort should be made to avoid using 2 portable barbeque

134
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| 277
:_:g.t:;t:s:aél aé'zlzlx oif the cross, “the beginning and the eng” as he
s the | Snzom;z’d arm of the cross, then “Alpha” ,above
s ;‘nse rl;_l;gadl below the cross, and “all tme belongs
o Con,ler : thg e ﬁrsl:‘numeral of the year in the upper
o numc;ral efcross, and all the ages”, inserting the
b do the year i the upper right corner “to
e g& Ty and power”, inserting the third numeral in th
. Wer left corner, and “through every age for ever. Amf:n”e

celebrant’s right, the book bearer assists on his left. To the
celebrant’s right (where the table may be set up), the M.C.
supervises the thurifer and other servers who stand in a
line behind the celebrant. Concelebrants and clergy in choir
dress stand in two lines on each side of the fire. The choir
takes a convenient place so as to be able to join the faithfol
in the procession. Everyone at the gathering place keeps a:
reasonable distance from the fire.

2775. Attended by the book bearer and the server directing the
light of the flashlight onto the text, the celebrant mak
the sign of the cross and greets the assembly, using on
of the formulas at the beginning of Mass. Then the cels
brant {or 2 deacon or concelebrant) introduces the rite, us-
ing the text provided or similar words. The celebrant sin
or says, “Let us pray”, and, after a pause for silent pray

S ;‘Hl s
1 b 5 o D d

third at the bage of th i

. d ¢ vertical arm, saying “m i
a!;rin Lox;fi , tlzie fo’l,lrth at the left end of the hirizo?m?:frst
v tagl, guard us a‘1‘1d the fifth at the right end of the hor’
: arm, saying “and keep us, Amep, 71 )

he sings or says the prayer of blessing, hands joined. H
makes the sign of the cross over the fire at “make this
fire holy.” Now, while the candle is being prepared, a serv:
(or the boat bearer) carefully lights a taper from the fire an
goes around behind the celebrant and deacon to prepare th
thurible. Another server takes each of the charcoal pelle
in the tongs and holds it over the taper. When each pelle
properly kindled, he places it in the thurible, which is
open by the thurifer. :

he Easter candle beare
t holds the candle 4 right, T
e;cglzﬁ ozl‘i l\gC takes the taper (attached to thz thbZ) allllc?
o )171 ghts it ﬁ-qm the fire. He' hands it to the cele-
e ﬁ}vl o carefully hghts the Easter candle, sayi
Beﬁfy e hght.of Christ . . . hearts and minds”, T?le book
: _;:{r steps as@e and closes the Missal or order of Hol
czeie'lt:ile dumfgr approaches, and, assisted by o
ant prepares incense for the i
: Procession. Th
ea_;i)x? g;z lacking 2 deacon, the celebrant tak;): the I??Zszhe
e,1 gc:ﬁd by the M.C., he moves to a posit e
©ad the procession into the chureh If th
sts, the M.C. gives a hand candle to the celebrir?facon

276. Preparation of the Easter candle: The first candle bearer b
the Easter candle to the celebrant, standing directly in fron
of him and holding it securely at a convenient angle, ass
if necessary by the M.C. or another server. A server brin:
the tray with the stylus and incense grains and standsin fr
of the celebrant, on his right, or the second candlé b
brings these objects from the table as they are needed
first presents the stylus to the celebrant, who mar
candle, saying “Christ yesterday and today” as he trace

MR, Easter Vigil, no. 11, CE, no. 314.
£ MR, Easter Vigil, no
t}_lgt may be better adap
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directly to the chair, with the M.C. The deacon joins him
there. Concelebrants, clergy, servers and choir bow to the
_alta; and go to their places. Ushers guide the faithful to
their places in the church. There is no music during or af-
er tht_a procession. The lights of the church are supposed to
be switched on at this point, but in practice it seems much
etter to defer this undil after the Exsultet and, where pos-
sible, to increase the light gradually until the church is fully
illuminated at the Gloria.

TrE PROCESSION

278. The order of the procession is as follows: the thurifer pre
cedes the deacon or celebrant who carries the Easter candl
then follow the celebrant (and second deacon), the M.C
concelebrants, other clergy, candle bearers without candles
other servers, book bearer, the choir and the faithful. At th
church door, the procession pauses, and, facing the door, th
deacon/celebrant raises the candle high and sings “Lume
Christi” (Christ our light). Led by the choir or cantors, all
respond “Deo gratias” (Thanks be to God).*® Care should
be taken to protect the Easter candle from drafts of air at !
church door. The deacon lowers the candle, and the cele
brant lights his candle from it. Then the deacon/celebrant
leads the procession as far as the center of the church, wher
he stops, raises the candle high and sings “Lumen Christ
(Christ our light) a second time. All respond “Deo gratias
(Thanks be to God). Servers take light from the Easter ca
dle, using tapers or their own hand candles, and Light th
candles of those in the procession. The light is passed bac
so that all the hand candles are gradually lit. The proce

continues to the sanctuary. The deacon/celebrant enters the _
sanctuary, turns to face the people, raises the candle hig the thurifer and returns to the ambo to sing the Exsul-

and sings “Lumen Christ” (Christ our light) 2 third fim £.** A server with the flashlight may assist him if the light

All respond “Deo gratias” (Thanks be to God). ___mgdequate. All present remain standing for the Exsultet,
olding their hand candles.’® The thurifer remains near the

Tox Easter Procramation (ExsurrTeT)

The thurifer goes to the chair, where, assisted by the dea-
on, the celebrant prepares and blesses incense as wsual.
The thurifer waits to one side, facing the celebrant. The
eacon asks for the celebrant’s blessing and is blessed with
 adapted form of the blessing before the Gospel.?s Pre-
eded by the thurifer, the deacon goes to the ambo. He takes
the thurible and first incenses the book of the Exsultet with
three double swings, as if it were the Book of the Gospels.
Then he walks around the Easter candle, while incensing
with three double swings.'” He gives the thurible back

279. The deacon/celebrant plaées the Baster candle in its candl
stick, either at the center of the sanctuary or next to t
ambo or altar. The celebrant bows to the altar and

jff‘_See MR, Easter Vigil, no. 18. If the Missal or order of Holy Week is nsed
_xf_.t!_}e Exsultet, the book bearer hands this volume to the deacon as soon as he
hag_ been blessed by the celebrant, and the deacon takes it to the ambo. After
¢ Exsultet, the book bearer retrieves it from the ambo.

7 Cf. CB, no. 92 and custom.

18 ?mging the Exsulret requires not only skill but 2 sense of the thythm of the
usic a:nd words. It is not meant to be slow or heavy, but rather sustained by a
bile light and joyous style.

‘9The people may sing acclamations at various points during the Exsultet if

15 Tn some places the more melodious Latin original is used because they
nacular text is not particularly suitable for singing. However, the episcopal co;
ference may provide another richer acclamation; cf. MR, Easter Vigil, no..
CLE, no. 83, ellows “some acclamation in honor of Christ” 10 be added:

“Thanks be to God.”
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T : erately at full length un demands that it be somewhat prolonged, be respected at all
ﬁb;g“g?ﬁ%t;;i iﬂb}e mod Y st costs.”* However, for pastoral reasons, the seven Old Tes-
: tament readings may be reduced to three. For the obvious
If there is no deacon and the celebrant sings the Exsulte gason of its paschal baptisn.ml typology, the reading from
he prepares incense and follows the same procedure as th odus 14 is never to be omitted. "}fhe celebrant or a dea-
deacon. If a lay cantor sings the Exsutiltet, the ceéebrant cti_oes on may bréefly introduce each reading,?

] i ing. Moreover, the cantor does not1n 1o
Icl:;sgnglagt bil;kbljssﬁz clfndle, and the words in bracke A designated responsorial psalm is sung by the choir, can-
“My dearest friends . . . and “The Lord be with you” ar ors and/or people after each reading.? ‘The melodies cho-
omitted.?® The “Amen” at the end of the Exsultet should en should promote the people’s participation and devotion,
be sung solemnly by 2ll present.? : ut “[gJreat care is to be taken that trivial songs do not

E take the place of the psalms.”? After the psalm, all stand
At the end of the Exsultet, the deacon closes the book an s the celebrant sings or says the prayer, attended by the

rerurns to the chair. The thurifer returns to the sacristy. In ook bearer. He should pause for silent prayer after “let us
cense will not be required again untl the Gospel. All hand ray”. In some situations, the psalm may be replaced by a
candles are now extinguished and set aside. A server @ eriod of silent reflecton, in which case there is no pause
the celebrant’s candle to the credence table. If it is not _ after “let us pray”.?” The lectors may be escorted to and
ready there, a server brings the Lectionary to the amb __and om the ambo by the second M.C. or a server.

cakes the book of the Exsultet to the credence table. All's o
fter the final reading and its prayer, the celebrant intones
. be Word '_ e Gloria. While the Gloria is being sung, the church bells
2. Liurgy of the Wor ad/or other bells are rung joyously.?® Just before the Gloria

The celebrant stands, and, attended by the book bear: egins, servers bring tapers from the credence table, light

introduces the readings, using or adapting the text pro ded
or using his own words. There are seven Old Testam

readings provided in the Lecdonary, so that, together ) i : 2 CL MR, Easter Vigil, Liturgy of the Wird, no. 21; CLE, no. 8s.
the Epistle and Gospel, there are nine Scripture ;i‘;”‘dmlgls{o £ Cf CLE, no. 86. ' :

S is i ible, all the readings sho - 5
the Vigil: ‘Wherever this is poss f,' the Faster Vi g.l whi ese psalms or to use different instruments to accompany them, so as to avoid
be read in order that the character of the Easter Vigl W onotony: ~
these have been approved by the episcopal conference; cf. CLE, n0. 84 : £ MR, Easer Vigil, Liturgy of the Word, no. 23, a pravision that would
“aTleluia” is niot sung untit the great Easter Alleluia before the Gospel ously apply where no choir or cantors were available,

20T, this case the celebrant may incense the Easter candle immediately a ? The bells may be pealed loudly only for 2 few moments before the Gloria is
he places it in the candlestick, just before the cantor goes to the ambo ed, or they may be rung during the Gloria in 2 way that does not interfere
219111 some places it is cuscomary for the people to caise their hand &4 the singing, or, with due musical skill, they may even be rung as part of

while they sing this festive “Amen”. e setting of the Gloria.

140
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them from the Easter candle, go to the main altar and light given, no matter how brief,*? and the content should take
the six or four candles on or near it.* Then they light th nto account whether Baptism and Confirmation are about
candles at the twelve or four consecration crosses (if ‘th 0 be celebrated.

church has been dedicated), the two processional candl o

on or near the credence table, and any other candles an 3. Liturgy of Baptism
lamps that have been prepared in the sanctuary or at si
altars or shrines, but, at this stage, they do not light th
lamp(s) before the tabernacle. The servers bring the tape
back to the credence table, extinguish them and then
to their places. This carefully planned procedure should be,
completed by the end of the Gloria. E

“here are three options for the Liturgy of Baptism: (a) Chris-
an Initation and the Blessing of the Font; (b) Blessing of
th'e_ _Font without Christian Initiation; (c) Blessing of Water.
que'ver, each option ends with the Renewal of Baptismal

OpTION (a): CHRISTIAN INITIATION

Attended by the book bearer, the celebrant sings or
AND THE BLESSING OF THE FoNT

the Opening Prayer. Then all sit for the Epistle, Romans

6:3~11. After this reading, all stand, and, attended by the ‘When possible the paschal sacraments of Christian Initia-
book bearer with the musical text, the celebrant inton jon should be celebrated during the Easter Vigil with the
solemn Alleluia three times, raising the note a little high inging of the Litany and the solemn blessing of the font
each time.*® Alternatively, the solemn Alleluia may be is is the culmination of the Rite of Christian Initiation

toned by a cantor standing at a lectern or from the cho,
The psalm is sung by cantor(s) or the choir, and all s
spond with “alleluia”. Meanwhile, the thurifer approach
the chair, where, assisted by the deacon, the celebrant

ares incense as usual. The thurifer goes to a position so as Ty
to be able to lead the deacon to the ambo for the reading ded by the book bearer carrying the Missal or order of

of the Gospel. The deacon seeks the celebrant’s blessin oly Week, the deacon or celebrant calls those to be bap-
He goes to the altar, bows and takes up the Book: ed. With their sponsors, or brought by parents and god-

Gospels. Only the thurifer leads the deacon {or 2 conce arents, and guided by the second M.C. or a server, they
brant or the celebrant) and the M.C. in the procession ome forward and stand in front of the sancruary, facing
the ambo, because, on this night, the Easter candle suffic altar. The celebrant asks the people for their prayers,
to honor the risen Lord in his Gospel.** A homily is to be ing'the instruction provided or his own words. The dea-

on (or, lacking a deacon, the first candle bearer) carefully
es the Easter candle from its stand. Together with the

29 For the customary procedare, see CMRR, no. 859 A
% Cf. CB, no. 352; CLE, no. 87. ; .S?’I or order of HOIY Wﬁﬁk, the book bearer takes up the
31 Cf. CB, 0. 353. The two candle bearers, without candles, raay esco '
deacon in this procession, but this seems nnnecessary. :

Ct CLE, no. 87.
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appropriate volume of the Roman Ritual (unless this i al (i) At ti?e conclusion of the Litany, attended by the hook
ready prepared on the table in the baptstery). Tt_vo can bearer with the Missal or order of Holy Week, the cele-
tor(s) begin to sing the Litany of the Saints, to which m: brant sings or says the Blessing of Water, hands joined. Just
be added the titular of the church, local patrons and th before “We ask you, Father . . .”, the deacon or server may
saints’ names to be taken by those who will be baptized hand the celebrant the Easter candle, and, at these words,

he may lower it once or three times into the water, holding
"The procession goes to the baptistery in this order: the dea the lower part of the candle immersed in the water until
con (or first candle bearer) carrying the Easter candle, can the end of the prayer.3* As the choir and/or people sing the
didates and sponsors or infants with parents and godparents acclamation “Springs of water” or a similar baptismal ac-
second candle bearer and book bearer with the Missal (an climation, the celebrant slowly raises the candle from the

Roman Ritual), the M.C., concelebrants, (a second deacon,

g baptismal water and gives it back to the deacon or server.?s
the celebrant. The procession should mave slowly, to kee '

i ingi i us could tak (i) The book bearer lays aside the Missal or order of Holy
Eaiz;;:iof; i?ﬁgbzgtilferﬁt%ﬁ foligrd;gation shoul Wf.‘ek and takes up the Roman Ri.tual: I—Ifa .attends the cele-
turn towards the baptistery for the celebration of the sacra b;a;lt as adult candxdgtes 'for Baptism md'deualiy renounce
ments. On arrival at the baptistery, the M.C. ensures tha the devil, profess their faith and are baptized by efﬁ15101.1 or
the candidates and their sponsors, or the parents and god immersior. After Baptism, the second candle bearer g}‘ves
parents, are arranged so that they do not fmpede the F}_}e white garments to the Sponsors. The celebrant says N.
of the faithful.?® The deacon may set the candle in a stz and N., you have become . . .”; the sponsors put the white
or bracket near the font or hand it to the first candle bear garments on the neophytes at the‘:vords : Take this white
The second candle bearer stands near the table wher: ?:;_'Imnzlnt ’,r a}ild t[;: nzophytdis r;pi}rr At?:en atthe enf of the

1 i reparec a. The second candle bearer then pgives each spon-
baptismal candles and white garments have been p p e roond candle bearer then ihes s Efster
(ii) Flowever when the sacraments are celebrated at 'a.:'f_ éa’il_dle, held by t:he deacon or server, and calls the sponsors
in or near the sanctuary, the deacon (or, lacking a deac orward. They light the baptismal candles from the Easter
the first candle bearer) carefully takes the Easter candle:; i and give them to the neophytes. Then the {:elebrant
leads the book bearer, second candle bearer, M.C., conce ys, “You have been enlightened . . . heavenly kingdom”
brants and celebrant to the font or vessel 01f<5 “éter.' 2 - and the neophytes reply “Amen”. |

i ard, the celebrant as e peo] : _ . . .

Ec?? dtllldege;rz;ee:siu ;s‘infgrge instruction provided or hli)s gm Confirmation. When the bishop baptizes adults, he al-

words, and then the Litany of the Saints is sung, all stanc YS _COIlﬁrms them immediately after Baptism. All priests
as is c’ustomary in the Easter Season. - '

#This sigﬁ of dying and rising again is optional butshould always be included

Before Baptism by immersion, the M.C. ensures that some warer is rans-
3 Cf. RCIA, no. 213. _d into a large vessel for use during the Easter Season.
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who baptize adults have the faculty to administer Confir: tands before him, the celebrant makes the sign of the cross
mation, so, in normal circumstances, a priest celebrant wilk th Chrism with his right thumb on the forehead while
confirm those he has baptized at the Vigil.** Between. th aying the sacramental form, “N. be sealed with the gift of
celebration of adult Baptism and Confirmation, an appropri the Holy Spirit.” The newly confirmed responds Amen.”
ate hymn, such as “You have put on Christ”, may be sung. Then the celebrant says “Peace be with you”, and the newly
If the Baptisms took place in the baptstery, Confirmatio; onfirmed responds, “And also with you.”#

may be celebrated there, but it would seem preferable: to :

return to the sanctuary for Confirmation. The bishop cor ust before the anointing with Chrism, each sponsor should
firms in the sanctuary.®® Therefore, during the hymn, th take the baptismal candle from the candidate and hold it
procession of the newly baptized, led once more by the de the left hand while placing the right hand on the neo-

con or server carrying the Easter candle, goes to the san hyte’s shoulder. The candidate or sponsor may quietly ad-

ary for Confirmation. If the celebrant sits to confirm, serv ise the celebrant of the candidate’s Confirmation name, or

may set up a faldstool or chair at the center of the sanctuary the sponsor may hand a card bearing the name to the deacon.
during the hymn. The deacon or server places the East :’c'oncelebrant or the M.C., who stands next to the celebrané
candle in its stand, and the rite of Confirmation procee and advises him of the name just before the anointing. After
beginning with the celebrant’s address to the neophytes the anointng, the sponsor gives the baptismal candle back
The book bearer attends the celebrant with the appropria to the-newly confirmed, and, guided by the second M.C. or
volume of the Roman Ritual or Roman Pontifical. ‘server, they both return to their places in the baptistery;

o o 1 at the front of the sanctuary, where they stand facing t}.’lé
The celebrant (rises if seated and) invites all present to p tar. Then the Renewal of Baptismal Promises follows, as

for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the newly b
tized. After a pause for silent prayer he extends his hands :
over the candidates for the prayer “All powerful God. . vi) Baptism of Infimts. Afeer the blessing of baptismal water,
If he chooses to coni?@ while s<?ated, the MC or a sery e parents and godparents renounce the devil and profess
spreads a gren'_ual veil (linen amice) over his knees as soon ¢ faith for them as usual. Baptism follows as set out in the
as hc_: sits and tes it to the faldstool or chair. The Qeac or, ite for baptizing infants.” The newly baptized are anointed
lacking a deacon, a concelebrant or the MC brings e th Chrism, a white garment is put on each child, and then
the credence table the open vessel of Chrism, which ¢ second candle bearer gives the sponsors a baptismal can-

escribed below.

celebrant takes in his left hand. As each candidate kneels ¢ which they light from the Easter candle. However the
- rayers of blessing the parents are omitted
36 Cf. CIC, Canon 883 §2. If Confirmation is not to be given to adults imm 6%arents remaii:i starlzding before the 6;0-11?1;: aI')ta Erét;rf;i

diately after Baptism, the celebrant says the prayer and znoints each neoph;
with Chrism in silence, s at the Baptism of Infants; c£ RCIA, no. 224.
:: Cf. RCIA, no. 227; CB, 5o. 366. *Gently striking the left cheek during “Peace be with you” is no longer
Cf. CB, no. 367. entioned in the modern rite but may be maintained as a custom.
* See RCIA, no. 229. Sece RR, Rite of Baptisms for Several Children, nos. 55—60.
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of the sanctuary, facing the altar, and the Renewal of Bai) “own words and then, with hands joined, he blesses the water
tismal Promises follows, as described below. i by singing or saying the alternative prayer provided.® The
Renewal of Baptismal Promises follows, as described in the

followi h.
OrTION (B): BLESsiNG oF THE FoNT ofowing paragrap

wiTHOUT CHRISTIAN INITIATION

. A ReNewaL oF BarTr
In a church where there is a font, but when the sacraments sMaL Promises

of Christian Initiation are not celebrated during the East The second M.C. or a server ensures that everyone in the
Vigil, the Litany is sung and baptismal water is blessed for sanctuary (except the celebrant and book bearer) has a hand
use during the Easter Season, as described above in opt_i_qn_ ndle. Servers bring tapers from the credence table, light
() iii, but omitting reference to candidates for Baptism in em from the Easter candle and move among the clergy and
the rites and procession. Just before the Litany, or the bles: the faithful to ensure that all the hand candles are lit once
ing of the water, the celebrant uses a different call to prayer, more. At the same time, supervised by the M.C., the second
provided in the Missal.®? If this rite is celebrated in the bap candle bearer takes the jug, fills the holy water bucket with
tistery, the procession may return to the sanctuary. Then the Easter water and gives it, with the sprinkler, to the deacon

Renewal of Baptismal Promises follows, as described bel_ow_.- , Jacking a deacon, to the first candle bearer. Attended by
B the book bearer and standing near the font or large ves-
sel of blessed water, or at the place where he administered

: oF WATER . > !
OrrioN (c): Bressive oF Confirmation, the celebrant introduces the Renewal of Bap-

In 2 church or chapel where there is no font, and when ti tismal Promises with the words provided in the rite or his
sacraments of Christian Initiation are not celebrated dur own words. After the rejection of Satan and Profession of
the Easter Vigil, the Litany and blessing of baptismal ‘wat Faith, he says the prayer, hands joined. Then, accompanied
are omitted and replaced by a simpler blessing of Eas by the deacon(s) or first candle bearer and M.C., he passes
water. The procession forms as described above and go through the church and sprinkles all present with Easter
to the place where the vessel of water has been prepare vater, while the choir and/or people sing “Vidi aquam . . .”
in or near the sanctuary. But the Easter candle is not tak (Esaw water) or some other appropriate baptismal antiphon
from its stand and carried in procession because it will “hymn.** All make the sign of the cross, as is customary
be used for this form of the blessing of water. Alternative when sprinkled with blessed water.

the procession may be omitted; the celebrant remains,
the chair, and two servers bring the vessel of water befo
him. Standing before the vessel of water, attended by ' .
book bearer with the Missal or order of Holy Week, Cf. MR, Easter Vigil, no. 54. Itwould seern appropriate to make the sign of

: . . . the eross at “bless this water”, even if this is not indicared in the text.
celebrant introduces the rite with the words prowded 0 £ MR, Eater Vigil no. 56 CLE, n0. 89. The singéng should be prolonged,

emn music may follow, to accompany the procession from the baptistery
42 Cf. MR, Easter Vigil, no. 40. "3 or the return to the chair from wherever water was biessed.
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During the sprinkling, the sacristan(s) or server(s) take(s) th
jug(s) of blessed water from the font or the large vessel and
go(es) to the stoups at the various church doors and fill(s
cach of them with water. Any water remaining is pour
back into the font or large vessel, and the empty jugs 2
left there. When the celebrant returns to the sanctuary he
lays aside the holy water bucket and sprinkler (which a serve:
takes to the credence table); then he bows to the altar an
goes to the chair. Guided by the second M.C. or a SETVET,
the neophytes and their sponsors, parents, godparents am
newly baptized infants return to their designated places in
the church.

CONCLUSION OF THE Lrrvrey oF THE WORD

All the hand candles and baptdsmal candles are extinguished,
and a server takes those of the clergy and other servers to
the credence table. Having set the Easter candle in its stand,
unless he is to read the intentons of the General Interces-
sions from the ambo, the deacon joins the celebrant at the
chair. The book bearer takes the volume of the Ritual to
the credence table and takes up the book for the General
Intercessions and goes to wait near the chair.

‘At the chair, attended by the book bearer, the celebrant
‘presides over the General Intercessions as usual. Escorted
by the second M.C. or a server, the newly baptized adults
take part in the Intercessions.* If there have been no bap-
tistns, the deacon or lectors read the intentions. The Creed
is'omitted because the Profession of Faith has already been
made in the Renewal of Baptismal Promises. The celebrant
sits while the deacon(s), candle bearers and other servers
ring the Missal, corporal and sacred vessels to the altar.

However, if all these rites were celebrated in the baptistery,
once the celebrant returns there, the procession forms
before, led by the deacon or server carrying the Easter ¢
dle, and goes to the sanctuary. The deacon or server sets th
Easter candle in its stand. The neophytes and their sponso
parents, godparents and newly baptized infants are guide
back to their designated places by the second M.C:.
server. The celebrant and servers bow to the altar, and
celebrant goes to the chair.

4. Liturgy of the Bucharist

he fourth stage and high point of the Vigil is the celebra-
on of the Eucharisdc Sacrifice. In the fullest sense this is
the Easter sacrament, celebrating the Paschal Mystery and
completing Christian Initatdon. Therefore the Mass should
be celebrated, not only with full solemnity and festive cer-
emonial, but without haste.*

Tf the baptismal water was not blessed at the font, the cel
brant and servers come to the center of the sanctuary
bow to the altar, and the celebrant goes to the chair. T
deacon or server sets the Easter candle in its stand. Directed
by the M.C,, the deacon and/or servers now take the lar
vessel of water to the font. However, if water was blesse
in a church without a font, the large vessel is taken to so
convenient place.* '

_ evtly baptized adults and children, or the families of newly
baptized infants, should take part in the procession of gifts.

“Cf. MR, Euster Vigs), no. 49.

5 Cf, MR, Easter Vigil, no. 57. The “convenient place™ would be acc
7 Cf. CLE, nos. go—gt.

to the faithful who wish to take blessed water home with thern after ;h_e_
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Therefore, tht? secopd M.C. or a server leads them to"the and the server lights the lamp(s) near the tabernacle. They
table c_>f the gifts, gives them the vessels containing brea both genuflect and return to their places in the sanctuary.

and wine. During a hymn, motet or other music, he 1 _

them in procession to the sanctuary, once the altar has been After the solemn Easter blessing,? the deacon (or, lacking
prepared and the celebrant has gone to the center to rece a-deacon, the celebrant) adds a double “alleluia” when he
the gifts. It is preferred that the Eucharistic Prayer be st sings the dismissal, and all respond “Thanks be to God,
that is, not only the Preface but the whole text.®® In alleluia, alleluia.” The cross and processional candles are
First Preface of Easter, reference is made to “this night carried by their respective bearers in the final procession
When the First Eucharistic Prayer is chosen, the variat t0 the sacristy or vesting room. This procession: should be
at “In union with the whole Church . . .” and “Father, ac accompanied by a triumphant hymn or appropriate joyous
cept this offering . . .” are used. Similar intercessions fo usic.

the baptized and their godparents are provided for all th

Eucharistic Prayers. f‘&fter the Vigil, the Blessed Sacrament is brought from the
: “other place of reservation” and reposed in the tabernacle.

he Easter candle is extinguished, preferably once the faith-
have left the church. Servers should bring an adequate
supply of baptismal water from the font or large vessel to

bo C. before b says “This is the Lamb of God . _t_hé: sacristy, where the sacristan sets it aside for use dur-
nfirm g the Easter Season. The large vesse]l of baptismal wa-

the celebrant may brizfly address them on the excellence g be left in th ) .

the Fucharistic Mystery, which completes their initiatio :l;my ¢ left in the baptistery, in the sanctuary or some

into the Body of Christ.® During or after Comumunio o ;r place, so that the Sf_,,al thful may take the blessed wa-

is appropriate to sing Psalm 117 with the antiphon “Pas ter home after the Vigil.* In some places, the faithful also
- take the new fire home to light their own lamps or a family

nostrurn”, or Psalm 33 with the wiple alleluia for an 2o East " £ n lar 1
tiphon, or some other song of Easter joy.*! Immediately ster candle” for the paschal celebrations in the domestic

ter Communion, accompanied by a server with a ligh
taper, the deacon (or lacking a deacon, the celebrant),
concelebrant or an extraordinary minister, takes the Bles
Sacrament in a ciborium or ciboria to the tabernacle.
cause eucharistic reservation has commenced once mor “The blessing at the conclusion of the Rie of Bap )

veil is arranged over the tabernacle, according to custon +40) tay be used when infants }?ave geen”bz;uf;iﬁﬁzcéﬁ:z%? 7

Communion under both species is commended at t‘he\f
Mass.® Newly baptized adults receive the Eucharist d
both species. Moreover, if adults have been baptized an

“8Cf CLE, no. 91 It'i;‘j?’ be prudent to make available the blessed water only during times

N Y A : rship, to avoid d i s . 2,

7 CLE 70 . b el f s 505 e o o it e
Ct. CB, no. 370. : e as to its use. The sacramental thus becomes a way of re-evangelizing

5t Cf, CLE, no. 91. ' Fimilies.
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The Bishop Presides o the Baster Vigil - I0.

All the variations that apply when 2 bishop is the celebrant E
the Vigil rites are indicated in the Ceremanial of Bishops, ne q

332—70. He wears the ornate miter and carries the crozier, ster ‘rllld PeﬂteCOSt
In the procession. into the church with the Easter cand}
the crozier bearer, carrying the crozier turned inwards, pr

cedes the bishop. The bishop holds a lighted candle durin The Christian . )

o e bt Tt v et (T G g e b e s i

and introduces the readings. It should also be noted that, | riten indeed in our b Hesh, olosified i Ci;fag 4 ord,
. uran g i that flesh, wri-

afer the reading of the Epistle, a deacon or lector may, umphant over th i . !
shonld, go to the i}ishog ar the cathedra or “chaix t0 m e%imrgy iiicu;irf ;{?é}hg:@iﬁziﬁiﬁn;ﬁé agamn,
fuce the solemn Alleluia. He bows to the bishop and sa olé reborn through the Paschal E'\ff{vster}’ wait in § i eg&gm
Most Reverend Father, I bring you a message of great for the day when they 100 will shate the ol f};};ﬁﬂ ope
the message of Alleluia.” Then, the miter is removed Lord. From Easter morning through Pﬁiﬁr}? OF Thelr nsen
- . c

; : ja.55 - - ost, the Regi
stand and the bishop intones the paschal Alleluia. Cael replaces the Angelus. The Liturgy of the H{)ur;f;?:

tains an abundance of “alleluias” during these weeks.

On the third day the friends of Churist coming at daybreak Eafter is the “Feast of feasts”, the “Solemmnity of solem-
to the place found the grave empty and the stone rolled : tes” and the “Great Sunday”." Festive solemmnity should
away. In varying ways they realised the new wonder; mark all the Masses celebrated on Easter Sunday, the s

even they hardly realised that the world had died in the eme day of the Christian year.? One of the Easter Ma up-
night. What they were looking at was the first day , dition to the Vigil, should be sol emaly sung I;L 823;2
new creation, with a new heaven and a new earth; and itis customary to precede this Mass with 1 procession,

the semblance of the gardener God walked again in is, a form of sole
: ; 15, oo entrance.® The Easter candle is [f
garden, in the cool not of the evening but the dawn. all Masses; its candlestick is placed to one zéi:i}e :;S z:g;;

— (3. K. Chesterton, The Everlasting Ma i nbo or near the altar.* A vessel containing blessed Faster

£ CCC, ne. 116, citing Saint Athanasius, Ep, £
2{:{ CLE, - 9?‘ 1L, P‘Jm, I.
~ robed choir could take part in thi ; .
54 Cf. CB, no. 346, which adds that he may assign the introduetio stom, banners could be mléd bﬂawzrls”;";iﬁ%; ::d; ;ccorcén:g'm loeal
readings to a deacon or c&mﬁceiebram. . *Insorme countries, & figure of the risen Clhrier 1 seta11 y s;::h aliddes,
, 55 Cf. CB, no. 352, When ntoning on the three rising notes he may be € such a custom should be respected, the Faseer car—dis zfmame s::trtgw
by & dsacon or concelebrant, @ 2l sign of the risen Lord and should predominate. ‘ ins the Hno-
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